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Editorial

Even though chiropractic care is now used annually by 
nearly 14% of adults,1 it is used far less by children. A 2015 
analysis of National Health Interview Survey data indicat-
ed that 3% of children aged 4-17 used chiropractic, and data 
were not even reported for those younger than 4-years of 
age.2 The evidence base for chiropractic is primarily built 
on studies of adults with musculoskeletal complaints.3 As 
the health care systems of the world increasingly rely on 
scientific evidence of effectiveness and safety in order to au-
thorize use of healthcare practices and treatment, it is essen-
tial that the chiropractic profession conduct high-quality re-
search on special populations, particularly children.

The March 2016 issue of the Journal of Evidence-Based Com-
plementary and Alternative Medicine is dedicated to chiro-
practic research—a first for this journal, and unusual for any 
medical journal. As guest editor of this issue, part of my 
responsibility was to encourage submissions, which were 
of course then rigorously peer-reviewed. Readers of the 
Journal of Clinical Chiropractic Pediatrics should be pleased 
to see that four of the seven articles included in this spe-
cial issue were on the topic of chiropractic care for children. 
The abstracts of these articles are included in this issue of 
JCCP. They covered many aspects of chiropractic pediat-
rics: breastfeeding counseling in an interdisciplinary clinic 
which included chiropractic care and midwifery (Miller et 
al); a survey of obstetricians’ opinions on chiropractic (Weis 
et al); description of a reporting system for Doctors of Chi-
ropractic (Pohlman et al); and description of a consensus-
based set of core competencies for chiropractors treating 
children (Hewitt et al). 
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All these high-quality articles shared the themes of the 
importance of interdisciplinary collaboration and commu-
nication and the strong emphasis within the chiropractic 
profession on establishing practices and procedures that 
optimize patient safety and outcomes.

The publication of these articles in a journal with a primar-
ily non-chiropractic readership is a great benefit to our pro-
fession, and to that portion of the profession focusing on 
pediatric care in particular. These articles are likely to in-
crease other professions’ awareness and knowledge of chi-
ropractic pediatrics, and also to enhance the credibility of 
the profession in general. JCCP thanks the authors of these 
articles for their dedication to research and to the welfare of 
all children. 
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